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FORMATION OF SUSTAINABLE HILLY AND MOUNTAINOUS AREA APPLYING THE
PUBLIC INTEREST OF FORESTS

Takafumi SHIMIZU, Hirokazu KATO, Michihiro YAMAMOTO

This study aims to construct a framework for evaluating forest management from both social respon-
sibility and profit-and-loss for sustainable hilly and mountainous area with applying the public interest
of forests. This framework is applied to Kushidagawa-river bioregion to evaluate the public interest of
forests with taking consideration the ability of covering vegetation, the cost to maintain the public in-
terest, and NoF and PLR defined in the framework. The results of scenario analysis shows that retreat-
ing from inefficient area could not improve forest management, but increasing and utilizing the value
of forest stock is necessary to formulate sustainable hilly and mountainous area.



